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96  |  2005 Sonoma Valley 

Ambassador’s 1953  Vineyard Chardonnay

93 | 2006 Sonoma Valley Chardonnay

The limited production 2005 Chardonnay Ambassador’s 

Vineyard is fashioned from an old Wente clone planted in 

1953. Sadly, there are only 100 cases of this extraordinary 

effort. Beautiful notes of nectarines, orange blossoms, 

lemon oil, and a steely, wet rock-like character are 

followed by a wine with great structure, tremendous depth 

and intensity, and a sensationally long finish. A truly 

profound Chardonnay, it should age easily for 7-10 years.

The 2006 Chardonnay (4,600+ cases) was 80% tank-

fermented with no malolactic, and 33% spent 18 

months in barrel. It possesses lovely white peach, pear, 

and crushed rock characteristics, full body, splendid 

acidity as well as purity, and a gracious integration of 

subtle oak. This beautiful white can be enjoyed over 

the next 5-6 years.

“The two Chardonnays demonstrate just what extraordinary quality consumers 
can again expect from Hanzell.” 

Re-printed from  Robert Parker’s Wine Adovcate, issue 180, 12-31-08.

- Robert Parker


